THE 50 HOTTEST PRODUCTS OF 2013
Editors Pick the Best of the Best
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Wilson’s stunning
- new A|EXIa speaker

STATE-OF-THE-ART
DIGITAL SOUNDS
from Parasound

& Electrocompaniet

OUTSTANDING
ANALOG
PLAYBACK

from Thrax, Channel D,
Michael Fehlauer

HOT, HIP
HEADPHONES
from PSB & Sennheiser

AMPLIFICATION
FROM SUPREME

TO PERVERSE
from Simaudio, Lindell, Sophia
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" po ively stacked with awesome
- contenders. Selecting only from our
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~ runners-up, I could easily put together
inwoman’s ex-husband couldn’t dismiss
e this issue’s “As We See It”). Imagine
ving either the Peachtree decco65 or
oft Phono Integrated drive Pio-
SP-BS22-LR loudspeakers, while
. using as a source VPTs Traveler turntable,
aﬁswm@%%ﬂ@}j@gi@bmponmt of the Year.
Sweet. Or how about a second system
7 comprising PSB’s Alpha PS1 powered
. loudspeakers mated with either the Schiit
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io Bifrost or Meridian Explorer DAC

and an Oppo Blu-ray player? Yummy.
Or... for the ultimate portable music
system, you could match our Accessory
of the Year, B&W’s P3 headphones, with
Astell&Kern’s gorgeous little AK100
media player.

See what I mean? The Budget cat-
egory rules—all of our candidates are wor-
thy of the prize. But with five first-place
vates, and more total votes (22) than any
other component in any other category, it
was KEF's LS50 loudspeaker that pulled
away from the pack.

While other loudspeaker companies
might've built a cost-no-object behe-

~moth to celebrate 50 years in business,

KEF went small, sleek, and affordable.
How cool is that? But don’t underes-
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design uses KEF's Uni-Q coinddent- = .
driver array with a 1" vented aluminum- =
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dome tweeter and 2 525" woofer with
a cone of magnesium-aluminum alloy, iéiﬁz
and the gorgeous, computer-modeled
MDF cabinet incorporates a convex. ffggggg
front baffle, offset port, and damped
internal cross-bracing for optimalsup-
pression of external sound radiation and -
mternal standing waves.. - &
Even though the LS50 is re}gtlﬁqur _ '
affordable, KEF refers to it, along wi
its Muon and Blade floorstanders, a
flagship. And rightfully so. The LS50's
combination of overall neutrality and -
top-to-bottom clarity worked wonders
with all types of music, but especi
benefited voices. “I would gosofaras - =
to say that the LS50 is one of the finest
speakers at reproducing female vo ' '
that I have heard—for less thanwhat =~~~
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interconnects!” said JA. 0

A marvelous speaker, indeed—anda

downright bargain. =

£
s ey
.

e

-
-

. . o
.
. -

-
.

=
P




Hold on a sec. I have to con-
& sl the archives . ..
;;’;w‘;ﬁf@gt Yes. This is the first time ever
';iiiti%iiéég our Budget Component of the Year
. hasalso been our Overall Component
EEn
fave we mentioned that the compo-
our Budget category are awe-
ve we mentioned that the KEF
especially awesome?
ave reviews began with the
s official debut at the 2012
unich High End Show: KEF had
Q:}%ﬂm:kfga;_it out of the ballpark. The LS50
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omething special. We were in for
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In October 2012, at the Rocky Moun-
dio Fest, the little 1.550 made

big splash. Driven by Parasound
f onics, its sound was both delicate
ti ~_and full-bodied, JA reported. I missed

i S g =
i;ig%%%%wﬁﬁ in Denver but got to hearita
_ month later, when I visited KEF’s factory

mﬁﬁi’}%ﬂ :
I'd imagined possible, while delivering all
the detal, clarity, and spatial abilities for
: e best minimonitors are known.
T returned from England,

December 2013

mind still thoroughly blown by what I'd
heard, the LS50 appeared on the cover
of our December issue. “BXQUISITE
PERFORMANCE FRGM THIS TINY PACK-
AGE,” we giddily wrote. “CLass A SOUND
rroM KEF's 50TH ANNIVERSARY 1550
spraker.” Indeed, by the following April,
the LS50 had taken its rightful place in
Class A (Restricted Extreme LF) of our
“Recommended Components™along-
side speakers costing up to 40 times as
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much. .

Today, thanks to its unique comb
tion of first-rate sound and exceptional
value for money, the KEF LS50 takes ot
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top prize. “It is rare to find aloudspeaker

that offers this combination of clarity and

neutrality,” JA wrote in his review.

o
KEF's 50th Anniversary Model to Rl

e

for a penny under $1500/pajr-m@k§§i& -
even more remarkable.” o

Right on.
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